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The Heavy Athlete M. Aurelius Eutychion from Nysa ad Maeandrum

Abstract: M. Aur. Eutychion from Nysa ad Maeandrum was honoured by both the crowned
athletes and the Olympic association. In the course of his successful career with over fifty vic-
tories in sacred games Eutychion gained the citizenships of Ephesus, Sparta, Elis and other ci-
ties. Although he received honorary titles like paradoxos and pleistonikes, he seems not to have
completed the periodos. His victories are listed in chronological order. As a boxer and pancra-
tist he won many sacred games not only in Asia Minor but also in Greece and in Italy.
Eutychidon was active from the 230s to the 250s.

Keywords: Nysa; M. Aur. Eutychion; Honorary decree; Boxer; pancratist; Sacred games.

The pedestal presented here was found on the western terrace of the Nysa theatre in 2006. The excava-
tion team moved it to the theatre entrance, where I studied it in 2015. The reused pedestal is 0.98 m high
and 0.62 meter wide. The centre part of this marble pedestal is carved from the pediment to the base. As
a result, two columns are created. The left-hand column is 0.26 m in wide, the right-hand one 0.18 m.
The stone is 0.57 m in depth. The top and bottom sections of the base were reworked for secondary use.
The inscription on the front face consists of thirty lines. The letters are 0.02—0.025 m high and the mid-
dle part of the inscription is missing as a result of the rework. The remaining text, however, is fairly leg-
ible. From line 26 the text on the right-hand column is missing owing to the rework and subsequent
planing of the surface. The inscription on the right-hand side of the stone consists of eight lines and con-
tinues the text on the front side. It too is legible, but some letters are destroyed on the right corner. The
letters are 0.025-0.03 m high.

The pedestal was set up by athletes and the Olympic guild in honour of the heavy fighter Marcus Aure-
lius Eutychion from Nysa. His victories are divided into age classes. There are some clues that allow us
to date the inscription: the games in honour of Athena Promachos in Rome (line 16) were first celebrat-
ed in the reign of Gordianus III. In addition, the Gordianeia in Aphrodisias (line 18) were held in honour
of the same emperor. Eutychion participated in both games in the age class of the beardless and then he
continued his career in the same age class as well as in the class of men. Consequently, a terminus post
quem for the erection of the inscription is the reign of Gordianus III. The three categories of games are
listed chronologically, and each competition is specified in the order of his participation. Eutychidon won
the competition at the Gordianeia at the beginning of his career as ageneios and he scored many victo-
ries in that same category. Likewise, he won at least twenty-two competitions in the class of men’s. We
can therefore say that Eutychion maintained his career for many years. We thus assume that he was ac-
tive for at least a decade after Gordian III, and it seems likely that the pedestal was erected under the
emperor Valerian.

In the men’s class Eutychion, propably in his early twenties, had scored a draw with the periodonikes
Rufus (line 25). This athlete is obviously the Smyrnean Claudius Rufus Apollonius, who won twice in
the age class of boys in 229 (?) and 233 AD in Olympia. The fight between Eutychion and Rufus could
have taken place in the second half of the 240s since it is mentioned after the festival of Athena
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Promachos, which was established in Rome by Gordian III, and the Gordianeia in Aphrodisias. Next to
the fight against Rufus the inscription lists at least seventeen more victories of this Nysian athlete in the
class of men. Judging from this impressive information, we assume that Eutychion’s career started in
the late 230s and lasted at least into the 250s.
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[...89...]0[ 19-21 ]
[...7-8...]1 otep[avelta]t koi 1| OAvuTLOKN
[o0vodo]g &teiun[cav M. Ad]p. Edtuyiova
Nvuooéa kol 'E@éoti[ov kai .. 6-7..Jov kai Aake-
darpdviov kal "HA[glov kai .. 4-5..]alov kTN
noapddoéov thioto[velkny verkoovto
dy®dvog tovg [Dmoyeypau]uévou.
n[atdov]
"OMdumia &v Ouate[iporg, .. 6-7..Jwa év Moyv[n]-
otg, ITV0w &v Tepomdr[et, .. 7-8 &v Me]ivito, Hpoaia
&v Zduw, 'Ordpma v [...10-11...] &v Epéow,
IMovidvio &v Metit[o, ...7-8 ...8]v Tpmbiel,
Ocoyduua &v Non, [.. 4-6.. &v O1ha]dehosela,
"OMouma. &v Mayvnot[g, Adplove, ‘O] mo. &v Z<p>dpwn.
ayg[velwv']
Ipdpoxov Adnvag &v [Pdun, Kametd Ao &v Poun,
Evcépeia v [TotidA [0, ... 6-7... &v N]eamdher,
Awookdpeta &v 'Qotel[q, .. 5-6.. &v 'Epléce, Topdidveia
&v Appodeiotdd, I1H0[wa v Appode]iciddt,
[A]evko@pvivna &v May[vnoig, .. 5-6..] &v Melfjto,
Agla ‘Ahrero, &v Oha[dehoeio, IT16]0w0 &v Tepomdire[t],
Kowa Aciag v dhader[opeiq, ..8-9 ..] &v Ndon.
av[dpdv-]
Ocoydpueto, &v Noo[n ndinv moyu]nv mavkpdriy,
"OMdpmia Adprava &v [...6-7... oov] Podeo nepiddm,
Adpidveio &v AOMv[aug, 17-19
Kometdha v Pod[un, 18-20
Néuewn &v Apyet, P[ 20-22
[Moavabnveo év AfMvorg, 16-18

—_— e e

Tpogdveia &v AePadei[q vac.?],
"Elevoeivia &v AOnvaig moyuny wlav]-
kpdriov, ‘Erev0épeia &v IMhatoaic,
Evpdidiea v Aaxedaipovt, Yakivlein
gv Aakedaipovt, Oldureia v Advaug
Toyunyv tovkpdrv, @coydueio &v N[don],
"OMdpmia &v Egéom moypny mavkpdt[v],
AN, &v MidiTeo.

Line-by-line commentary

Front side, 1. 2: dAvpmiaxn obvodog has hitherto not been attested. It is probably identical with dAvpmucn
oOvodog mentioned in ITralleis 112 and 133.

L. 4: After 'Epéci[ov kai there is space for 6-7 letters. The citizenship in question could be Zuvpvoaijov

or AOnvoiJov. Eutychion gained victories in both cities. Since the citizenship of Athens can be recon-

structed in line 5, we can restore line 4 as Nvcago kol "E@éciov kol Zpvpvai]ov kai Aake/daudviov.

L. 5: Eutychion gained citizenship in Sparta and Elis. After "HA[glov kol there is space for 4 or 5 letters.
Thus the last ethnicon can be restored as A6nv]aiov. The citizenship list is obviously given in a geo-
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graphical order. After the cities of Western Asia Minor three cities in Central Greece are mentioned in
line 5.

L. 9: The agon celebrated in Magnesia ad Maeandrum ends in -ia. Since 6—7 letters are missing, we can
exclude Pythia' as well as Leukophryeneia.” The best candidate is Olympia. The same agon is men-
tioned once again in line 14, where it is preserved in full. Further evidence for the Magnesian Olympia
comes from a city coin struck in the reign of Gallienus.” Chr. Wallner thought that the legend was mis-
read and denied the existence of the Olympia in Magnesia.” Their celebration is now clear on the basis
of our inscription. For the games in Magnesia see: Robert 1948, 43—48; Sumi 2004, 79-92; Slater —
Summa 2006, 275-299; Thonemann 2007, 151-60; Sosin 2009, 369—410.

L. 10: Celebrated in honour of the chief deity Apollo Archegetes, the Pythia were among the main
games held in Hierapolis. Z. Newby believes that their status was equal to that of the Pythia in Delphi;
they were the only festival attested on coins of the city.’

L. 10: The Milesian agon in question was the Didymeia (because of the number of letters; max. 7-8).
The festival was instituted as a stephanitic contest around 200 BC.® In 177 AD Miletos successfully
asked Marcus Aurelius and Commodus for the Didymeia to be upgraded to eiselastic status. The games
were renamed Didymeia Commodeia as a sign of gratitude to the emperor and his son, who had recently
been promoted to Augustus.” A late third- or early fourth-century mosaic from Sparta (SEG 50, 412) re-
ferring to the Didymeia at Miletos shows that the agon was still celebrated in later periods.

L. 10-11: The Heraia were the main festival of Panhellenic character on the island of Samos. An in-
scription from the 2™ century AD gives detailed information about the organization of the agon (Dunst
1967, 225-239).

L. 11: In the lacuna (max. 10-11 letters) between ’OAdpma &v and &v ’E@éo the name of a city and that
of a game must be reconstructed. As Eutychion won all his previous and subsequent victories in western
Asia Minor, the restoration 'OAdpma é&v [E@éc®] seems possible. His next victory was probably in the
[[T00wa] &v 'E@éoam.

In Ephesos ten sacred agons of great renown were celebrated in the 2™ and 3" centuries AD: Olympia,
Barbillea, Hadrianeia, Ephesea, Artemeisia, Koina Asias, Hadrianeia Kommodeia, Hadriana Olympia,
Pythia and Epinikia.® Among them, Olympia, Hadrianeia and Balbilleia were the most prestigious. Most
of these competitions disappeared in the middle of the 31 century AD (Remijsen 2015, 76).

L. 12: TTavidvia é&v Meit[o: The Panionia were the main festival of the Ionian Koinon. Strabo states
that in his time this agon was held at Mykale, in honour of Poseidon.’ He also remarks that a priest from

' The Pythia held in Magnesia are attested in: Mitchell 1977, no. 8; IEphesos IV 1130; SEG 43, 732; ISmyrna 111,
664. An inscription from Megara (SEG 13, 310) shows that the festival was still celebrated in the 31 century AD.

* After the privilege of asylia, the city began to celebrate the festival of Leukophryeneia in 208-207 BC in honour
of Artemis, the chief deity of the city. This agon was regarded as the equivalent of the Pythia.

* Mionnet IV, 82, no. 448.

* Wallner 1997, 147 n. 600.

> Newby 2005, 249. For the numismatic data see also Papen 1908, 161-82; Johnston 1984, 52—80.
% For the Milesian ambassadors sent to Cos to institute the Didymeia, see Giinther 1971, 102—-104.

7 For the Milesian correspondence with Marcus Aurelius and Commodus concerning the Didymeia, see Herrmann
1988, 309-313; Mitchell 1993, 220. The petition was presented to the senate in 177 AD. Didymeia Commodeia are
attested in: Ormerod — Robinson 1914, no.15; TAM II 587. Didymeia in Miletos mentioned also in IEphesos IV
1132; [Ephesos V 1605 and 1611; Ilasos 108; Buckler — Robinson 1932, no. 79 (Sardes). See also Mitchell 1990,
183-193; Remijsen 2015, 205.

¥ Lehner 2004, 127-219; Brunet 2003, 219-235.

? Strabo 8.7.2; 14.1.20; Sokolowski 1970, 110; see also Magie 1950, 867 n. 49; Hornblower 1982, 242-244; Styl-
ianou 1983, 245-249; Horster 2012, 178, 200.
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Priene sacrificed an animal for Apollo during the Panionia. According to Horster, it is likely that this
festival lost its connection with the temenos in Mykale during the principate.'® Philostratus (Vita Apoll.
4.5) says that the Panionia presumably were held in Smyrna. In addition, this agon was celebrated in
other cities such as Miletos."'

L. 12: Antéewa should be considered as a restoration. Leto was the main deity of the Lydian city of
Tripolis. The agon features on city coins struck under the emperors Valerian and Gallienus. Presumably,
the agon caused a revaluation. Depictions on coins and the legend “Letoeia Pythia”, which frequently
appears on coins, enhance the significance of the goddess for the city.'”” Wallner indicates that the
Letoeia Pythia must be classified as an agon hieros."

L. 13: Ocoydua &v Nbdon: Theogamia was a festival commemorating the rape of Kore by Hades. The
agon is first mentioned in an honorary decree for a pentathlete from Cos who was active in the age of
Augustus.'* According to L. Robert, the Theogamia had the rank of an agon hieros as early as at the be-
ginning of the principate.”” The first numismatic evidence for this festival comes from the reign of
Philippus Arabs. The agon had the epithet Oikoumenika under Valerian. Nysa issued several coins men-
tioning the Theogamia. The oecumenic status of this agon was granted by Valerian.'® Wallner states that
the traffic route and the situation of the city must have played a role in the course of Valerian’s cam-
paigns in the east. Presumably, Nysa gained imperial privileges because of its strategic location. Ac-
cording to Wallner, there is a correlation between the rise in status from Theogamia to Theogamia
Oikoumenika and the rank of Nysa among the cities of Ephesos, Pergamon, Sardis and Smyrna in the
province. He assumes that with the agon’s new status the city may have gained a high rank among these
cities."’

L. 13: The only possible restoration here is [Aleio, &v ®1ha]dehgeiq. The same agon occurs in line 21 as
Agio ‘Adewa.'® Another agon held in Philadelphia was the Koina Asias.'” A victory of Eutychion in the
Koina Asias at Philadelphia is listed in line 22.

L. 14: For the Olympia in Magnesia see the commentary on line 9.

L. 14: ZBYPNH on the stone. Eutychion had his last victory in the age class of boys in the [Adpiova
‘OMdp]mior &v Z<p>bpvn. Many sacred games are attested for Smyrna: Augusteia Severeia,”’ Koina
Asia,”! Augusteia Sebasta,”> Olympia — Hadriana Olympia.”

L. 16: Eutychion had his first victory in the age class of dyévewot in the agon Minervae in Rome

' Horster 2012, 200.

"'Welles, RC 52; OGIS 763; see Horster 2012, 202. Epigraphical sources for Miletos: Milet I 3, 170; Milet I 2, 10;
Milet 19, 306.

2 For the numismatic evidence see Wallner 1997, 146 n. 597.

" Wallner 1997, 146 n. 598.

' Moretti, IAG no. 61 with a date “ca. 5 AD”.

" Robert 1969, 297 n. 2.

' Wallner 1997, 143. Oztaner — Akdogu Arca — Gokalp Ozdil 2014, 236 and n. 55.

"7 Wallner 1997, 144.

" TAM V3 1507.

" The agon is attested also in an inscription from Aphrodisias: Roueché 1993, no. 70.
* Karl 1975, 124-6.

! Roueché 1993, no. 91; Mitchell 1993, 219 n. 143; Moretti, IAG no. 75; IEphesos VI 2072; IEphesos IV 1123;
IIasos 108.

** IEphesos IV 1130.
» IEphesos V 1615; ISmyrna II1 661; ISmyrna II 1660; 1G 112 3169/70; FD III 1:550; ITralleis 136.
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(TIpSdpoyov Abnvag &v Podun).>* During the reign of Gordian III, new games were established both in
Rome and in the east. The agon Minervae, which was established in the city of Rome and bore a Greek
name, was politically important and had a special standing among them. According to Wallner, its inau-
guration must be directly related to Gordian’s campaign in the East against the Parthians in 242 AD.*

L. 16: [Koretd]Ao év Pdun: Inaugurated 86 AD by emperor Domitian in Rome, the Capitolia were
among the most prestigious agons in the Empire.”® Caldelli makes some important remarks: this agon
was the most important one in its category. A pentaeteric festival, it still existed in the late Roman Em-
pire. It was included in the periodical contests and was influential.”’” The adoption of the Capitolia by
cities in the provinces is indicative of the cities’ close relations with and loyalty to the Empire.”®

L. 17: EdcéPeia &v [lotidA[oig]: The Eusebeia were set up by Antoninus Pius in honour of Hadrian at
Puteoli in 142 AD. They were still held in the third century.*

L.17: The second half of the line can, with confidence, be restored as [Zeacta &v N]eandler. The Itali-
ka Romaia Sebasta Isolympia were founded in the western Greek community of Neapolis in 2 BC in
honour of Augustus. The Sebasta claimed a status “equal to the Olympics”. The agon has been attested
epigraphically in many different places: Attica: IG II* 3169/70; Magnesia: Kern 1900, nos. 180 and 278;
Tlos: TAM II 587; Adada: IGRR III 370. Aphrodisias: Roueché 1993, no. 91; Attica: IG I 3169/70;
Megara: IG VII 49; Delphi: FD III 1: 89, 550, 555; IEphesos V 1615; IAnabarzos 25. A number of in-
scriptions recording the careers of victorious athletes is known from Naples. See Moretti, IAG nos. 67—
68, 77.

L. 18: Awoxkdpeta &v 'Qoteiq: The cult of Castor and Pollux in Ostia was already in existence in the Re-
publican period. The cult emerged as a result of the maritime relations between Greece and southern Ita-
ly; the games were staged every 27" January in the name of Castor and Pollux.*® For the localisation of
the sanctuary mentioned in a metric inscription from the Severian period (CIL XIV 1) and by Am-
mianus Marcellinus (XIX 10.4), see Bruun 2012, 115-126. Apart from Statius’' two Severian inscrip-
tions from Sparta refer to the games (IG V,1 559 and 602).

L. 18: Before év 'Epléo@ there is space for six or seven letters. A reconstruction [OAdumio, év 'E@léom
seems best possible. For the games held in Ephesos see commentary in line 11.

L. 18-19: Topdiudvein év Appodeioiddt: Under Gordian III the Attaleia in Aphrodisias were reorganised
as a sacred and oecumenic festival. The new name, Capitolia Gordianeia Attaleia, first appears on city
coins struck during the reign of Gordian.’* Aphrodisias was the only city to institute Gordianeia (At-
taleia Capitolia) and continued to celebrate them, at least on its coins, under Philip, Decius, Valerian
and Gallienus.”

L. 19: 1010 v A@podet]orddi: This seems to be the first epigraphic evidence for the Pythia in Aphro-

?* Further mentioned in: 1G 112 3169/70; IvO 243 (261 AD); IG VII 49; Moretti, IAG 259 no. 88, 263 no. 90.
2 Wallner 1997, 78-79; 2002, 4; 2004, 225-228.

*% Suet., Dom. 4: “instituit et quinquennale certamen Capitolino Iovi triplex, musicum, equestre, gymnicum”. On
the Capitolia see: Robert 1970, 6-7; Caldelli 1993, 46-52; Wallner 1997, 79; Wallner 2004, 224-225; Rieger
1999, 171-203; Spawforth 2007, 377-390. Capitolia are mentioned in: IG 1% 3169/70; IvO 243; 1G VII 49; TAM
IV1 34; IGUR I 240; ISinope 76—77 no. 105; IGRR III, no. 370; Buckler — Robinson 1932, no. 79

*7 Caldelli 1993, 46-52.

2 Wallner 2002, 3.

¥ SHA Hadr. 27.3; CIL X 515. cf. Newby 2005, 36.

* Meiggs 1973, 344.

3 Stat. Silv. V. 2. 113—17 (Crispinus competed in a chariot race during the ludi Castorum).

32 BMC Caria 37 no. 75; 38 no. 78; 47 no. 128. Cf. Roueché 1981, 119; Roueché 1993, 180; Wallner 1997, 86.
3 Roueché 1993, 180-181.
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disias so far. The agon appears first on city coins struck during the reign of Decius; however, it must
have been established a few years before 249 AD.** On later coins the agon is called Valeriana Pythia.*

L. 20: Asvkogpunvna év May[vnoiq]: The Magnesians sent ambassadors in order to obtain the asylia
and a rise to the status of Leukophryeneia in 208 BC.?® In 222-221 BC they proposed that the status of
the athletic contest held as part of the Leukophryeneia (a festival celebrated at Magnesia in honour of
Artemis Leukophryene) be raised to that of a crown game. The overture was rebuffed, but in 208 BC
they tried again, sending ambassadors “to the kings and the other Greeks”, many of whom agreed to
recognise the Leukophryeneia not only as a crown game but also as an isopythian contest.

L. 20: This line can best be restored as ITV01a] &v Meidit®, as there is not enough space on the stone to
insert “Didymeia™’. The Pythia held in Miletos are mentioned in IG VII 49.

L. 21: For the Agla ‘Areto &v Oha[dekeela], see the commentary on line 13.

L. 21: The Pythia in Hierapolis were held from the reign of Septimius Severus onwards.>® The festival is
mentioned in IG II* 3169/70 and in the honorary decree of the runner M. Aur. Nikomachos from Ery-
thrai (see below p. 178).

L. 22: Kowa Actiog év Ohader[¢ela: The competitions on the occasion of the Koinon Asias were held
in different cities in the province.39 The Koinon of Asia organised the Sebasta Rhomaia in Pergamon
alongside the imperial cult.** It emerges from inscriptions that these agons, which were held since the
early Principate, were still celebrated in the 3" century. S. Remijsen argues that these agons were staged
as a single event either by the city or by the assembly of the province.41

L. 25: OMpmo Adprava &v [...6-7... odv] Pobee meptédm: Hadriana Olympia were held in Smyrna,*
Cyzicus,” Tarsus,* Athens® and for some time also in Ephesos.*® Most agonistic decrees mention
Smyrna. Since Eutychion had as his opponent the periodonikes Rufus from Smyrna, a restoration
"OMdpmia Adprava &v [Zubpvn odv] Podee neptddo is preferable. Eutychion was perhaps proud to have
fought against a periodonikes in his rival’s home city. The agon occurs again in the usual order Adpiova
‘OMdumia in line 14.

Podgog mepiodog can be identified with the Smyrnaean pancratist Tib. Claudius Rufus Apollonius, who
as a boy won in Olympia in ca. 229 and once again in 233 AD. He is called 8ic nepiodog in his posthu-
mous decree set up in Rome by the iepd Evotikn ohvodog Tdv mept Tov ‘Hpoxiéa dOAntdv.”” He was the

* Wallner 1997, 120.
3 Wallner 1997, 120.
36 Cf. n. 2. Kern 1900, 16. See Rigsby 1996, 179-279; Remijsen 2015, 70.

37 Didymeia: IG 11> 3169/70; IEphesos 1605, 1130, 1132, 1611; SEG 36 260; IDidyma 183. Didymeia Commodeia:
SEG 43 731. Furthermore, under Valerian cities in Asia Minor minted coins which often mention said festivals; for
example, coins of Miletos feature the Didymeia (Wallner 1997, 167).

** SNG Aul. 8381; cf. Wallner 1997, 102.

* Moretti 1954, 288; Schulten 1906, 65-66; Lehner 2004.

* Moretti, IAG 59-61 (= Milet 19, 369; = MDAI 32, 1907, 339,71).

*! Remijsen 2015, 78.

“ IEphesos V 1615; ISmyrna II,1 66066, 668; ITralleis 118; IEphesos IV 113.

* Mitchell 1977, 75-77 no. 8; Corsten 1990, 34-6 (cf. Burrell 2004, 337).

# Ziegler 1985, 32.

s [Ephesos IV 1112; Moretti, IAG no. 75; CIG 3674; TAM V. 3 1506; TAM 11 587.

* Lehner 2004, 200-201 shows that in Ephesos the name of the Hadriana Olympia was changed to Hadrianeia af-
ter the death of Hadrian.

Y IGUR 1 244, 1. 5-8: K\(abd10v) Podgov 1oV kot Almoirdviov Tlssaiov dic mepioldov kol viov KA(avdiov)
Amolwviov | Zuvpvaiov.
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son of Claudius Apollonius, who also had carried off a victory in Olympia in around 189 AD. Both
were descendants of the famous pancratist Tib. Claudius Rufus, whose undecided fight in Olympia (“till
the night”) had made him famous (Merkelbach 1974, 99-104).

The citation of an opponent in an honorary decree is very unusual. Eutychion and Rufus were probably
crowned together when their fight ended in a draw. This was a source of pride for Eutychion since his
opponent was much older, a well-known heavy athlete and a descendant of famous fighters.

L. 26: After a victory in the Olympia at Pisa, Eutychion won in an agon in Epidauros. In the 3" century
AD the Asklepeia and Olympia were held at Epidauros. The lacuna on the stone makes a restoration
[AckMreia év Emi]dadpm more probable. For the agons at Epidauros, see Séve 1993, 303-328.

L. 27-30: The right-hand side of the stone is damaged. Reconstruction of three of the four victories
listed here is impossible.

L. 29: After Néuewn év Apyet a rho is clearly legible. The festival in question is the Rhomaia. The resto-
ration ‘Plopaic Zepacto &v IMepydum?] fills the lacuna. However, a city in Greece is also possible be-
cause the city is listed between two agons in Argos and Athens, respectively.

Right-hand side, 1. 1: The Tpogdveio év AcPadeio were a traditional agon like the Eleutheria at Plataea
and the Herakleia at Thebes. D. Knoepfler gives a detailed analysis of the Trophonia and Basileia at
Lebadeia on the basis of unpublished notes taken by L. Robert.”® For the Boiotian games, see Feyel
1942, 67-147; Roesch 1975; Te Riele 1976, 285-287; Schachter 1981 and 1986.

L. 2: "Eevoeivia &v ABvouc: The Eleusinian agon was still held in the 3" century AD; see the honorary
decree for M. Aur. Asklepiades (IEphesos 1112).

L. 3: For the "E ev0épeia év IMhazaiaic see Robert 1929, 13-20 and 225-226; Moretti, IAG 118-119;
153—154; Schachter 1994, 138-141.

L. 4: EdpOrdeta v Aokedaipovi: Only with the revival of the festival culture during the Roman empire
— and the contemporary desire to explore and exploit Sparta’s glorious past — did games attract athletes
from outside the Spartan territory. The first games, the Caesarea in honour of Augustus, were soon sup-
planted by the quadrennial Urania (97/98 AD), which offered money prizes as well as wreaths to attract
leading competitors; the Eurycleia and Commodeia Olympia (one of only two festivals in Greece to
gain the designation “ciselastic” at the time). Eurycleia at Sparta had no little prestige in the Greek
world.*

The Eurycleia were not established in honour of the Aaxedoupoviov nyépov C. Iulius Eurycles, as was
previously believed, but were a bequest of his last descendant, C. Iulius Eurycles Herculanus, who died
in the early second century AD.*® C. Iulius Eurycles was a friend of Augustus and a prominent figure in
the spreading of the imperial cult in Sparta.”' The Eurycleia were founded during the reign of Hadrian.*
The agon is attested in: SEG 6, 609 (Adada); IGUR I 240 (Rome, ca. 200 AD.); Buckler — Robinson
1932, no. 79 (Sardeis, 212-217 AD); IG V,1 550 and 666 (both Sparta).

L. 4-5: “YoaxivOeio &v Aaxedaiuovi: The cult was celebrated at the sanctuary of Apollo at Amyklai, c.

five kilometres southeast of Sparta.” The festival is mentioned in the honorary decree of Pompeia Polla
from Sparta (IG V,1 587, 2 century AD).

48 Knoepfler 2010; cf. SEG 58, 439.
* Kennell 1988, 244; Moretti, IAG no. 66.
0 Kennell 1988, 244.

! Bowersock 1961, 112-118; Cartledge — Spawforth 2002, 96 ff.; 110—112; Kantiréa 2007, 159-166; Balzat 2008,
335-350.

*2 Remijsen 2015, 35-36.
>3 Pettersson 1992, 10—12. See also Richer 2004, 389-419.
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On the basis of the above analysis we may complete the inscription as follows:

A (front side):

12

16

20

24

28

B (right side):

8

[0l Ao ThAC] o[ikovpévng aOANTal iepo]-
[velicar ko]l otep[avetta]t kol 7| SOAvpmLoKT
[oUvodo]g éteipun[ocav M. Ad]p. Evtuyiova
Nvuocaéa kol 'Eeéot[ov kai Zpvpvai]ov kol Aake-
doupdviov kal "HA[glov kai ABnv]aiov ThkTny
nopddoEov mhcto[velkny veik]ioavro
dydvag tovg [royeypap]uévouc.
n[aidwv-]
"OMdpmia &v Ovate[iporg, ‘Oldum]o &v Mayv[n]-
otg, ITV0w &v Tepomdd[et, Addueio &v Me]iMite, ‘Hpaia
gv Zduwm, 'Ordumia év [Eeéom, TTH0w] év ' E@écem
IMovidvio &v Metit[®, Antdsio €]v Tpudhet
Ocoydua &v Non, [Arewa &v P1ho]deheio
"OMdpmia &v Maywvnoi[a, Adprava Ordulmia v Z<p>bpvn.
dye[velwv']
Ipdpoyov Adnvag &v [Pdun, Kametd Ao &v Popn,
Evcépeta v IMotidr[oic, Zefacta v N]eandiet,
Awookdpeta &v 'Qotel[a, Ordumia év 'E@lécm, Topdidvela
£v A@podeioiddi, ITH0[10 &v Appode]iciddt,
[A]evko@puiivna &v May[vnoig, ITH010] v MeiAite,
Acla ‘Alera &v Oha[dehoeiq, IT16]0w0 &v Tepomdre[t],
Kowa Aciag v Dihader[peiq, Ocoydual é&v Noon.
av[dpdv-]
Ocoydpueio &v Noo[n ndinv moyp v mavkpdTiy,
"OMdpmia Adprava &v [Zpbdpvn? cdv] Podem mepiddo,
Adpidvetln &v AOAv[ang,  17-19 1,
Kometdha &v Po[pun,  18-20 1,
Néueia &v Apyel, Plopaie Zefacta év Mepydum?]
[Moavabnveo év AOMvorg, 16-18 ]

B

2

Tpogdveia v AePadei[q vac.?],
"EAevoeivia &v AORvarg moyuny wloav]-
kpdtiov, 'EAev0épera &v IThatonaic,
Evptriea v Aaxedaipovt, Yakiveia
gv Aakedaipovt, OMdumeia v Adfvaug
Toyunyv tovkpdrv, @coydueio &v N[von],
"OMdumia 8v E@éom moypny mavkpdt[wv],
AN &v Midito.

171

Side A: « [The oecumenic athletes, hieronikai], the crowned athletes and the Olympic association
honoured M. Aur. Eutychion, citizen of Nysa, Ephesos, [Smyrnai], Sparta, Elis and [Athens], an in-
credible boxer, winner of many competitions, who won the games written below.
Boys’: Olympia in Thyate[ira, Olymp]Jia in Magnesia, Pythia in Hierapol[is, Didymeia in Mi]letos,
Heraia in Samos, Olympia in [Ephesos, Pythia] in Ephesos, Panionia in Milet[os, Letoeia i]n Tripolis,

Theogamia in Nysa, [Haleia in Phila]delphia, Olympia in Magnesi[a, Hadriana Olym]pia in Smyrna.

Beardless: Athena Promachos in [Rome, Capito]lia in Rome, Eusebeia in Puteol[i, Sebasta in N]aples,
Dioscoreia in Osti[a, Olympia in Eph]esos, Gordianeia in Aphrodisias, Pyth[ia in Aphrod]isias, Leu-
kophryenea in Mag[nesia, Pythia] in Miletos, Deia Haleia in Phila[delphia, Py]thia in Hierapolis, Koi-
na Asias in Philadel[phia, Theogamia] in Nysa.
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Men: Theogamia in Nys[a, (winning the contest) in wrestling, box]ing and pancration, Olympia Ha-
driana in [Smyrna? (drawn) with] periodonikes Rufus, Olympia in Pisa, [Asklepeia in Epi]dauros,
Hadrianeia in Athen[s, ---], Capitolia in Ro[me, ---], Nemeia in Argos, Rh[omaia Sebasta in Per-
gamon?], Panathenea in Ath[ens, ------ ».

Side B: «Trophoneia in Lebadei[a], Eleusinia in Athens (winning the contest) in boxing and pancra-
tion, Eleuthereia in Plataia, Erycleia in Sparta, Hyacinthea in Sparta, Olympia in Athens (winning the
contest) in boxing and pancration, Theogamia in N[ysa], Olympia in Ephesos (winning the contest) in
boxing and pancration, Didymeia in Miletos».

Some remarks on Eutychion’s career

M. Aur. Eutychion from Nysa was without doubt a successful athlete. His honorary decree shows that
he had won many contests in Asia Minor, Greece and Italy. Forthy-eight victories can be determined; in
view of the fact that the inscription is incomplete, the number of his victories must have been much
higher. He is known only from this inscription, set up in his honour by the Olympic association and fel-
low athletes. Among the ethnica indicated, the name of Nysa is given first place in order to highlight
that he was a native of this city. He was honoured with the citizenships of Ephesos and propably of
Smyrna, the two most significant cities in the region. In addition, outside Asia Minor some important
cities such as Elis, Sparta and Athens granted him honorific citizenships.

His career is divided into age classes: As a boy he won his first prizes in the competitions near his home
city, i.e. at Thyateira, Magnesia, Hierapolis and Miletos. This was followed up by a victory in the
Heraia on Samos, one of the oldest festivals celebrated in the Aegean. Afterwards, he competed in many
cities in Western Asia Minor, eg Ephesos, Miletos, Tripolis, Nysa, Philadelphia, Magnesia and Smyrna,
and finished his career in the boys’ class with a total of thirteen victories in sacred games.

In the age class of the beardless he won five prizes in the main sacred games in Italy, followed by nine
more prizes gained in various cities of Western Asia Minor. In the category of men, he won more than
two dozen sacred games in Greece (at least eleven), Rome (one) and Asia Minor (at least six). Eu-
tychion obviously fought his most remarkable fight against the Smyrnaean pancratist Tib. Claudius
Rufus Apollonius, who as two-time periodos was one of the most succesful athletes of his time. The
fight ended in a draw but was deemed worthy of mention in the decree because of its analogy to the fa-
mous fight between Rufus’ homonymous ancestor and his rival, fought at Olympia in the 1* century
AD.

Despite his victories in periodic games at Pisa (Elis), Rome, Naples and Nemea, Eutychion never fin-
ished the periodos. For this reason he is named only with the epithets of pleistonikes and paradoxos in
his honorary decree. Yet with over fifty victories in sacred games he can be regarded as one of the most
successful athletes of his time. Apart from Eutychion, nobody from Nysa seems to have had a similarly
remarkable athletic career. The only other athlete from Nysa known so far is the wrestler M. Aur. Petro-
nius Celsus, who won in the Theogameia in the age class of neoi in his home town (CIG II 2949).

With this honorary inscription for Eutychion we have the opportunity to see a successful athlete who
was both boxer and pancratist. Although there are many inscriptions of boxers or pancratists, one men-
tioning a winner in both categories is a rarity.”* The inscription of Eutychion therefore has some im-
portance. Although he was not honoured by emperors and did not become a periodonikes, he won in
various prestigious agones. This inscription is also significant for the Dioskoreia rarely mentioned in
inscriptions.

** See IG VI 47 (Megara); IMagnesia 149b (Magnesia ad Maeandrum); Moretti, IAG 85 (Laodiceia in Syria, 214
AD); IPergamon 535 (Philippos Glykon from Pergamon, who won in the Nemeia and Isthmia in boxing, in the
Pythia and Aktia in pancration); IMylasa 113 (Gaius Licinnius Inventus from Tralleis, who won many competi-
tions in both categories).
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It was common practice to appoint distinguished athletes as xystarchés. Successful pancratists like Titus
Aclius Aurelius Menandros®® and M. Aur. Demostratos Damas® from Sardeis have occupied this posi-
tion. It is not unlikely that Eutychion too became a leading member of an athletes’ guild in his later ca-
reer.

Eutychion had his athletic career at a time when agonistic life in the cities of the Greek east was still in-
tensive. Despite problems and changes in the cities in the 31 century AD, emperors increased the num-
ber of the sacred agones. In the meantime, the city of Nysa was adversely affected by economic and po-
litical developments. Moreover, a curator rei publicae is known to have been sent to this city in order to
solve the problems.”” The Theogamia were raised to oecumenical status by the emperors Valerian and
Gallienus, which means that this festival continued to exist at that time. A fragmentary inscription from
Nysa from the reign of Valerian is probably related to a letter which the emperor sent to the city.>®

Despite the struggle of the empire with the Persians, emperors granted the cities privileges such as the
permission to continue to stage agones, create new festivals, raise the status of an agon or grant ne-
okoria in order to secure their support and strengthen their loyalty. For example, there is a relation be-
tween the agon and the neokoria of Side and the use of harbour facilities by the Roman army under the
Emperor Gordian. According to Wallner, Emperor Valerian mostly granted agones which had a political
purpose in the whole empire.”
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Ozet
Nysa ad Maeandrum’lu Agir Siklet M. Aurelius Eutykhion

Makalede, bir Karia kenti olan Nysa ad Maeandrum’da, tiyatronun bat1 terasinda yapilan kazilar sirasin-
da, devsirme olarak kullanilan ve daha sonra tiyatro Oniine getirilen bir heykel kaidesi tanitilmaktadir.
Nysa’li agir siklet sporcu M. Aur. Eutykhion, stephanitler ve Olympik dernek tarafindan onurlandiril-
maktadir. Yazitta sporcunun aldigi galibiyetler katilim yasina goére simiflandirilmistir. Asia Minor’da,
Yunanistan’da ve Italya’da bir ¢ok basariya imza atan sporcu hem boksér hem de pankratist olarak kari-
yerine devam etmistir. Her iki disiplinde aktif yarisan sporcu sayis1 olduk¢a az sayida oldugu i¢in Eu-
tykhidon’nun yazit1 6nem arz etmektedir. Tasin kesilerek tekrar kullanilmasi nedeniyle yazitta yer yer ek-
sikliklerin goriilmesi yazit restorasyonunu zorunlu kilmaktadir. Eksikliklerle birlikte Eutykhion’un elli-
den fazla miisabaka kazandig1 anlagilmaktadir ve Nysa kentinin simdiye kadar bilinen en basaril1 spor-
cusu oldugu soylenebilir. Kutsal oyunlardaki bu basarilar paradoksos ve pleistonikes gibi sifatlarla tag-
lanmis olsa da, periodosu tamamlayamamistir. Yazit1 tarihlendirmek i¢in bazi veriler s6z konusudur:
Sporcunun katildig1 miisabakalardan Roma’da Athena Promakhos onuruna diizenlenen agon, Imparator
Gordianus III Dénemi’nde kutlanmaya baslamistir. Ayrica, Aphrodisias’ta kutlanan Gordianeia oyunlari
da ayn1 imparator onuruna diizenlenmekteydi.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Nysa; M. Aur. Eutychion; Onurlandirma Yaziti; Boksor; Pankratist; Kutsal oyunlar.



